; the present studies confirm these serotypes and include additional strains. Gel-diffusion studies (3) showed two serotypes of A. bovis which corresponded to smooth and filamentous colony morphology. The current study verified these serotypes by FA. In addition to the serotypes of these three species, the present study establishes for the first time two serotypes of A. odontolyticus. Serotype-specific antiserum can be prepared for A. israeli, A. viscosus, and A. odontolyticus by sorption, but this is not necessary for the two A. bovis serotypes as they do not cross-react with each other.
The serological classification of Actinomyces is summarized in Tables 1 and 2. Table 1 shows the serological groups and types, the strain used for antiserum production, and the number of strains tested for each species. Table 2 indicates the cross-reactions encountered between the serogroups and the serotypes. The cross-reactions can be eliminated by sorption with the appropriate antigen to provide group-and type-specific antiserum. Since serological grouping of Actinomyces corresponds with species determinations based on other characteristics, the FA test may be used for identification of Actinomyces species as well as for serotyping within the species.
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